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AUCTION PREVIEWS

Investment-grade arms load RIAC’s Dec. 1-3 sale

Trains, tracks, and toys fill California auction

ROCK ISLAND, Ill. – Rock Island Auction Company’s Dec. 
1-3 sale will bring an auction to the collecting public certain to 
end the year on a memorable note as it offers world-class, invest-
ment grade firearms. 

Topping the Winchester category is a silver gilded, engraved 
Henry – a deluxe rifle certain to endear itself to lever gun col-
lectors. Also notable from the hundreds of rifles available is a 
rare Winchester First Model 1873 “One of One Thousand” rifle. 
This significant offering is an incredible rarity for collectors of 
exceptional 19th century American arms. With factory letter, 
the 44-40 WCF rifle is estimated to earn between $375,000 and 
$550,000.

A superb selection of high end sporting arms is included in 
the December sale. The most respected and well-known names 
in the genre will be out in full force: Holland & Holland, Rigby, 
Parker, Greener, Heym, and more. Serving as flagship will be an 
extraordinary pair of Philippe Grifnee engraved and gold inlaid 
H&H Royal Deluxe shotguns. Imbued with a fantasy theme and 
chambered in 28 gauge, this impressive cased pair is fresh to 
market and an absolute masterpiece. They are two of a stagger-
ing five Holland & Holland arms in this sale graced by Grifnee’s 
artistry.

Also of interest to shooters and collectors of sporting arms 

will be the excellent selection of large bore hunting rifles in ex-
otic and powerful calibers.

The demand for beautiful Colt revolvers is endless and collec-
tors know to find the best at Rock Island Auction Company. The 
December sale will continue this strong tradition with hundreds 
of arms from the legendary manufacturer. Of significant interest 
will be a historical Colt Walker marked as issue to C Company, 
Walker’s own unit. One of only 220 ever made, these revolvers 
are the Holy Grail for many collectors. However, leading the way 
for Colts will be a first year production, cased and factory en-
graved Model 1862 Police revolver presented by Samuel Colt to 
Major Charles Traintor Baker. Baker receiver another Colt from 
Colt and it currently resides in the famed Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Also, given the date of the presentation, it was likely one 
of the Colt ever presented before his death. 

Artisan antiques, outstanding Smith & Wesson revolvers, 
and military arms will also be well represented. For more in-
formation on Rock Island Auctions’ Dec. 1-3 sale, visit www.
rockislandauctions.com. ■

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – Turner Auctions + Ap-
praisals is presenting Part 2 of the Warren Heid Family Collec-
tion of Toy Trains on Dec. 2, 2017. Mr. Heid, a long-time mem-
ber of the Train Collectors Association, has collected trains for 
more than 55 years. This sale offers more than 200 fresh-to-the-
market lots from Heid’s collection, including trains and track-
side accessories from leading manufacturers, such as Carette, 
Bing, Marklin, Issmayer, KBN, Hornby, Lionel Corporation, 
and American Flyer, with a focus on Ives O gauge. In addition, 
the sale offers a large assortment of early 
American and European toys from Mr. 
Heid and other sources.

Kicking off the sale is a Carette 1 
Gauge Passenger Set, including live 
steam locomotive with tender and three 
European profile passenger coaches (cars 
possibly by KBN); C-5/6. The lot carries 
an estimate of $900 to $1,400. 

A Ferrygo Twin sidewheel steamboat 
toy with rocking beam motion of intricate litho tinplate con-
struction, missing one wooden smoke stack measures 14 inches 
long and is in C-6 condition. The steamboat floor toy is offered 
with an estimate of $70-150. 

A Marx 1920s Coupe with Driver with tin lithograph body, 
wheels, and driver is estimated at $200 to $300. The Coupe mea-
sures 11 inches long and is missing its front bumper, but is still 
graded Very Good condition.

Turner Auctions + Appraisals begins its online auction on 
Saturday, Dec. 2 at 10:30 a.m. PST; sale items are available for 
preview and bidding now. The online auction will be featured 
live on four platforms: LiveAuctioneers, Invaluable, eBay and 
Turner Auctions + Appraisals’ free mobile app, which can be 
downloaded from the App Store or Google Apps (“Turner Auc-
tions”). All are easily accessed through ‘Upcoming Auctions’ at 
www.turnerauctionsonline.com/upcoming-auctions/. ■

Winchester First Model 1873 “One 
of One Thousand” rifle, $375,000-
$550,000. Photo courtesy Rock Island Auction Co.

 Carette 1 Gauge Passenger Set, 
$900-$1,400.

 Ferrygo Twin sidewheel steamboat 
with rocking beam motion, intricate 
litho tinplate construction, missing one 
wooden smoke stack, 14 inches long, 
C-6, $70-$150.
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COLLECTOR FEATURE
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Born and raised in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, Warren Heid, has lived there 
most of his life, although his military ser-
vice in World War II took him to many 
exotic, far-flung places. As a Class 4 Ser-
geant in the Army Air Corps working in 
communications, he traveled around the 
world, spending time in India, China and 
North Africa. 

When he returned from the war, 
thanks to the GI Bill, Heid studied archi-
tecture at the University of California, 
Berkeley. In addition to finding his career 
there, he also found his bride, marrying 
Shelia when he was a university sopho-
more; they have now been happily mar-
ried for 70 years.

During his long, award-winning ca-
reer as an architect, Heid designed pri-
vate homes, commercial and government 
buildings, schools, churches and hotels, 
including one in Tahiti. Living and work-
ing in Saratoga for decades, he retired in 
2008. In late 2016, the Architect Emeritus 
was honored by the Saratoga City Coun-
cil for his architectural contributions.

Heid did not collect trains as a child – 
that passion came later, and by accident. 
In 1958, working on a project in San Jose, 
Warren parked in front of a Goodwill 
store and happened to see a train in the 
window. Encountering that American 
Flyer train by chance and buying it, he 
launched an enthusiasm that has endured 
to this day. With interest piqued in his 
new toy, literally, Mr. Heid continued to 
visit Goodwill in search of trains.

Getting to know the staff over time, he 
was invited to the Goodwill train depot, 
where trains were fixed before going to 
sale. Soon Mr. Heid was repairing trains 
as well, buying some along the way and 
building a collection.

Besides antique stores and friends, 
the Train Collectors Association [www.
traincollectors.org] played a significant 
part in Mr. Heid’s collecting. He was an 
early member – number 433 of a group 
that now includes over 50,000! – and is 
still a member to this day. Through the 
years, the group’s Nor-Cal division met 
once a month in the East Bay, where 

members would buy, sell and trade trains. 
Over this shared interest, numerous long-
term friendships were made. Mr. Heid’s 
family – Shelia and their children Susan 
and Jeff – participated as well, enjoying 
Christmas parties, regional meets and 
national conventions. During his time as 
a TCA member, Mr. Heid served on the 
Board of Directors and was elected as 
President of the Nor-Cal chapter.

Pursuing toy trains for over 50 years, 
Mr. Heid’s collection grew to over 2,500 
individual train cars and train sets (com-
prised of a locomotive, tender and three 
cars). These were displayed in the base-
ment of his home, a room dedicated to 
showcasing and enjoying the collection. 
There Mr. Heid and Jeff operated the 
trains on a large, standard-gauge layout. 
Among the favorites in his collection are 
Ives trains, the Blue Comet by Lionel, del-
icate tin-plate trains, a live steam engine 
that works with alcohol, and Tootsietoys.

Long before eBay provided easy, fin-
gertip access to countless goods and col-
lectibles, Mr. Heid was inspired by the joy 
of the hunt for toy train treasures. At an 
antique store, for example, buying a box 
of old train-related stuff, one might find a 
coveted catalog at the bottom. Now in his 
ninth decade, Mr. Heid is ready to share 
the fruits of his half-century of passion-
ate collecting with others, who hopefully 
will enjoy them as well. “Part of the fun 
is the chase,” he says. “My many years of 
collecting have brought great pleasure 
to me, and my family as well. I’ve had a 
wonderful life. Train collecting has been 
part of it – giving me an enjoyable hobby, 
a valuable investment, and great friends 
with other train-crazy people.” ■

Editor’s Note: Part 2 of the Warren Heid 
toy and train auction, which is hosted by 
Turner Auctions + Appraisals in South 
San Francisco, takes place Dec. 2. For 
event details, see page XX.

Collector accidentally finds passion for trains

Marx 1920s coupe with driver, tin 
lithograph body, wheels, driver; front 
bumper missing; Very Good condition, 
11 inches long, estimate $200-$300. 
Courtesy of Turner Auctions + Appraisals, South San 
Francisco, Calif.

Warren Heid’s passion for toy trains 
didn’t develop until the 1950s. 

Bing 1 Gauge refrigerator/boxcar, 
lithographed “Seefisch Transport 
Wagen” 8-wheel car, C-7, estimate 
$500-$700. This, and the other items 
shown here, are being auctioned Turner 
Auctions + Appraisals’ Dec. 2 auction.  

Early Ives O Gauge Passenger Set: #17 
cast iron clockwork steam locomotive/
litho #11 tender; two inboard frame 
8-wheel passenger cars; a #130 Buffet 
car and a #131 Parlor car “Philadelphia”; 
both have litho bodies in yellow/red, 
“Limited Vestibule Express” graphics, 
rare red/black litho striped roofs with 
painted silver clerestory inserts (some 
litho loss from usage), C-5/6, estimate 
$1,800-$2,300.


