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Lights at night

ANCHORAGE (AP) — Lawmakers are a step closer to moving out of office
space in Anchorage that costs $4 million to lease.
The Legislative Council voted Saturday to recommend that lawmakers pull

funding for the lease, while also carving out 45 days to try negotiating a com-
petitive purchase price, the Alaska Dispatch News reports.
The office space was renovated and priced almost six times more than what

had been a $680,000 lease.
This year, lawmakers expect a $3.5 billion state budget deficit.
Developer Mark Pfeffer said he was willing to drop his asking price by $1

million from $36 million.
“We know you need to save money,” Pfeffer said. “We believe there are rea-

sonable ways to do that.”
A spokeswoman for Pfeffer said in a statement that they believe it’s possible

State lawmakers
could ditch lease

See ‘Lease,’ page 2 

By TOM HESSE
Daily Sitka Sentinel

SITKA — For years Jonathan Kreiss-
Tomkins has been finding ways to
make use of the Sheldon Jackson cam-
pus, and his next idea is even more
ambitious.
Kreiss-Tomkins is working with

dozens of collaborators from Alaska
and other states in an effort to bring
an accredited college back to the cam-
pus.
The proposed Outer Coast College

would offer a two-year program on a
different model than that of traditional
higher education.
Students would make decisions on

nearly everything, from meals to
classes to faculty. After Sheldon Jack-
son College closed in 2007 and the
campus was turned over to the non-
profit Alaska Arts Southeast, the pri-
mary use of the historic campus has
been for the summertime Sitka Fine

Arts Camp.
“The campus is such a great attrib-

ute for Sitka, but it sits empty for most
of the academic year,” Kreiss-Tomkins
said. “I realized that creating a college
on a campus would be an incredibly
natural fit, and once I had that sort of
practical or utilitarian fit, my mind
sort of moved into idea connecting
world.”
He connects the potential of Shel-

don Jackson to a college he heard
about while studying at Yale Univer-
sity — Deep Springs College. It’s a
two-year institution founded in 1917
and located in the central California
desert near the Nevada border.
Kreiss-Tomkins said he met a num-

ber of Yale students who had trans-
ferred from Deep Springs.
“A handful of Deep Springers would

transfer to Yale for their junior and
senior year and I got to know some of

Sheldon Jackson
area for new college?

See ‘New college,’ page 3

By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS
Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — The nation’s most pol-
luted nuclear weapons production site is now

its newest national park.
Thousands of people are expected next

year to tour the Hanford Nuclear Reserva-
tion, home of the world’s first full-sized nu-

clear reactor, near Richland, about 200 miles
east of Seattle in south-central Washington.
They won’t be allowed anywhere near the

nation’s largest collection of toxic radioactive

waste.
“Everything is clean and perfectly safe,”

said Colleen French, the U.S. Department of
Energy’s program manager for the Hanford
park. “Any radioactive materials are miles
away.”
The Manhattan Project National Historic

Park, signed into existence in November, also
includes sites at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and
Los Alamos, New Mexico. The Manhattan
Project is the name for the U.S. effort to build
an atomic bomb during World War II.
At Hanford, the main attractions will be B

Polluted nuclear weapons site turned into US national park

See ‘Hanford,’ page 2 

By MATT ARMSTRONG
Daily News Staff Writer

When Peter Corey, former curator
of the Alaska State Museum and the
Sheldon Jackson Museum, died Sept.
20 in Sitka, he left behind a massive
collection of Alaska Native art. Now,
some of the pieces have found their
way home to Ketchikan.
The Tongass Historical Museum, in

November, received six pieces from
Corey’s collection. The pieces —
three baskets, a bottle cover, a
painted hat and a cedar bark cover
hat — were made in the 1970s by
local Haida weaver Selina Peratro-
vich, with painting done by
Ketchikan artist Nathan Jackson, ac-
cording to museum director Lacey
Simpson and Hayley Chambers, the
museum’s senior curator of collec-
tions.
“He was a big, big collector,”

Chambers said Thursday about
Corey. “And his home — I can only
kind of imagine what it looked like,
I’ve heard stories, I used to live in
Sitka and I’d walk by and kind of see
it — but it was packed full of stuff.
They have been going through and
processing things in his house and
sending items to the appropriate
places that he designated, but it
sounded like he had thousands of
things. Baskets inside of baskets in-
side of baskets.”
Corey — who also was involved

with the installation of totem poles at
the Totem Heritage Center — kept his
collection in good shape, including
maintaining diligent records on many
items.
“They could use a little bit of clean-

ing, but otherwise they’re in amazing
condition,” Chambers said. “Just a lit-
tle bit of dust on one of the hats, but
it almost seemed like Peter got the
items and then he put them on dis-
play or in a case of some kind, and he
had them protected right away.”
On one of the baskets — made spe-

cially as a Christmas gift for Corey —
Peratrovich weaved Corey’s initials
into the basket.
Of the pieces the museum re-

ceived, the cover hat is a bit less
likely to be found in exhibits.
“There usually aren’t any in mu-

seum collections,” Chambers said.
“I’ve been talking with some folks at
the Anchorage museum to better un-
derstand their purpose, or why they
might have gone out of use, and it

sounds like ... it might have been an
issue of the painted one being a little
more exciting for people that are buy-
ing them, and they don’t know that
the cover hat served a purpose — to
protect the painted one.”
Simpson added that the painted

hat, if it were worn, would have been
for ceremonial use.
“You wouldn’t go for a hike with

those,” she said.
The woven bottle cover also at-

tracted the interest of the museum.
“Covering bottles with basketry has

been sort of a curio tradition for a re-
ally long time,” Simpson said. “Once
manufactured glass bottles started to
make their way into the northwest
coast, it was a great — kind of ready-
made — form. They really appealed
to visitors and tourists.”

Baskets, bottle cover, hat sent to Ketchikan 

See ‘Ketchikan art,’ page 2 

Coming 

Home
Former Alaska State Museum
and Sheldon Jackson Museum
curator Peter Corey left some
pieces of art with a Ketchikan
connection to the Tongass
Historical MuseumA spruce root hat, weaved by Selina Peratrovich and painted by Nathan

Jackson, sits in a box Thursday in the Tongass Historical Museum storage
room. Staff photo by Taylor Balkom

Above, Ketchikan Museums Director Lacey Simpson talks about the painting on a small spruce root bas-
ket weaved by Selina Peratrovich on Thursday in the Tongass Historical Museum storage room. Below,
pieces of Native artwork from Peter Corey's collection sit on a table Thursday. Staff photos by Taylor Balkom

$4M rent too pricey for council

Kreiss-Tomkins eyes school grounds

Cars line Ketchikan's cruise ship berths Sunday to watch the
Ketchikan Christmas Boat Parade float past in the Tongass Nar-
rows. Six boats ranging from small fishing boats to yachts
donned holiday lights and ran the route from Peninsula Point
to Saxman in the cold and rain.                    Staff photo by Taylor Balkom

Wash. tourist attractions feature old reactor, ghost towns



Winds cancel cross event
KETCHIKAN (KDN) — High winds

forced the cancellation of the cross-rais-
ing event in Ward Cove on Saturday.
Ward Cove-based Oceans of Life

Ministries  Rev. Fred Adams said they
are still hoping to get the cross up be-
fore Christmas.
The 40-foot cross, erected in May,

fell down during a bad storm in Octo-
ber.
The half-ton aluminum cross was

carried back to the Ward Cove
Group’s shop at the back of the cove
and restored, according to Adams.

MONDAY 
Senior Services: Noon, lunch. 1016

Water St.
Older blind Alaskans support:

10:30 a.m., Pioneers Home.
Out to Lunch Bunch AA: Noon, St.

John's Episcopal Church undercroft.
TSAS Academic Policy Commit-

tee: 4 p.m., school library.
Borough Assembly: 5:30 p.m., As-

sembly chambers, 1900 First Ave.
Just for Today AA: 5:30 p.m., 1736

Tongass Ave.
American Legion Post #3: 7 p.m.,

631 Park Ave.
Just for Today AA: 8 p.m., 1736

Tongass Ave.
TUESDAY 

First City Toastmasters: 6:45 a.m.,

Presbyterian Church, 2711 Second
Ave.

Senior Services: Noon, lunch. 1016
Water St.

Out to Lunch Bunch AA: Noon, St.
John's Episcopal Church undercroft.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly: 5 p.m.,
Ketchikan Medical Center cafeteria.

Craig AA: 7 p.m., Craig Presbyterian
Church.

Prince of Wales Island Al-Anon: 7
p.m., Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Craig.

Just for Today AA: 8 p.m., 1736
Tongass Ave.
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NONE AT THIS TIME

ANIMAL PROTECTION 
1111 Stedman Street • 228-6660

Open 10am-5pm Daily • Volunteers Welcome
animalcontrol@kgbak.us or fi nd us on

Facebook: Ketchikan Gateway Borough Animal Protection

Adopt A PetAdopt A Pet

Stonetree Veterinary ClinicStonetree Veterinary Clinic
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 8-5

907.247.6051     989 Stedman Street     stonetreevet@gmail.com

Sponsored By:

CATS CATS
1. CIARA - adult short haired black female. 
She’s a little shy, but has a big heart. Once 
you get that purr going, it just might never 
stop! $164

2. OPHELIA- Ophelia is a gorgeous short-
haired tortie/lynx point Siamese kitty. She 
is an adult, and she would like to fi nd a 
home where she can be an “only kitty”. 
$50 

3. MIKO - 8 year old short-haired spayed 
female brown tabby/white. $50

4. TRIXIE- Adult spayed female short-haired 
tortie kitty. $50

5. KONA- 2 1/2 year old spayed female 
short-haired black kitty. $50

6. JADE- Adult female medium haired lilac 
point Siamese. $164

7. MONICA- 4 1/2 months old female me-
dium haired lilac point Siamese. $164

8. DECLAN - 2 month old male short-haired 
orange tabby. $164

9. TWINKLES- Adult spayed female short-
haired tortoise shell, she is very shy. $50 

10. BOB - adult male short hair orange 
tabby. He’s a sweetie! He’s looking for a 
place to lay back and relax! $164

11. SQUIRT - 6 month old male black 
short-haired kitty. He would love to have 
a nice, quiet home. $164

12. BINKY - 6 month old male black 
short-haired kitten. He’s the brother to 
Squirt. $164. 

13. HOOLIGAN - 5 or 6 month old male 
medium-long haired snowshoe lynx 
point kitten.

14. SPARKY - 11 year old spayed female 
brown tabby/white with short fur. $20

15. KENNY- Young adult unaltered male 
short haired grey tabby with white. 
$164

16. ORCA - 10 year old neutered male 
short-haired black/white. $20

DOGS

DeclanDeclanKennyKenny

to all our friends from 
Tongass Business Center. 

We appreciate your 
patronage this 

past year, and look 
forward to serving you in the new year.

Happy Holidays

For the Holidays 
we will CLOSE 

Christmas Eve at 1pm
Re-Opening 

Monday, Dec. 28, 9am
CLOSE DEC. 31  at 3pm

Re-Opening 
Jan. 2, 9amShop.Tbcenter.com

from your friends at

Bogo Event - Buy 1 Get 1 50% off

Naked Bee, Honey House, Pepperhead Jellies
Chukar Cherries, Pilgrim Ornaments

Bee’s Landscaping
11794 North Tongass Hwy

Phone: 821-2729

Open Monday-Friday 3pm to 7pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am to 5pm

50% off All Christmas Trees
Valid December 14 thru December 20

KEEP HEALTHY THIS WINTER
We have the Largest Selection of Quality Probiotics in TownWe have the Largest Selection of Quality Probiotics in Town

Formulas for infants, adults & animals too!Formulas for infants, adults & animals too!
Vitamin D 400 iu-10,000 iu Vitamin D 400 iu-10,000 iu 

“Organic” Multi Vitamins“Organic” Multi Vitamins
Essential Oils and supplies for DIY projectsEssential Oils and supplies for DIY projects

New items of interest: CBD Oil & Insulated glass bottlesNew items of interest: CBD Oil & Insulated glass bottles

319 Mission Street ~ 225-8910319 Mission Street ~ 225-8910
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm • Saturday 10:00am - 5:00pm

Enter our drawing for a Vitamix • Receive one ticket for every $25 purchase

COLISEUM TWIN THEATRES

4:00
7:00

PG

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

NO PASSES

UPSTAIRS

ALVIN & THE
CHIPMUNKS:

ROAD CHIP

DOWNSTAIRS
PG-13

STAR WARS 
VII: THE FORCE

AWAKENS

4:10
7:10

2-D

3-D

Today’s Trivia

answer:
1950.

“Meetings” is a public service column the Ketchikan Daily News provides
for use by individuals and nonprofit organizations to announce free meet-
ings that are open to the public. The deadline for copy is 2 p.m. the day be-
fore the first day the notice is to be published, with a 2 p.m. Friday deadline
for Saturday, Sunday or Monday meetings. Meeting announcements will be
published only twice. No guarantee of publication accompanies acceptance
of the notice and on occasion the column must be shortened because of
limited space.

Telephone numbers, fundraising events and for-profit activities will not
be published. The column may not be used to satisfy advertisement of pub-
lic meetings. When submitting a notice please include the organization
name, meeting time, date and location. Please provide a contact name and
telephone number for the Daily News to verify information.

MEETINGS

Ketchikan art Continued from page 1 Lease Continued from page 1

to save state dollars without breaking the lease, which she called a drastic
step.
A legislative attorney estimated a possible lawsuit over breaking the lease

could cost $2 million. An ongoing lawsuit challenges the legality of the state’s
no-bid lease extension following the renovation.
Cost estimates vary for buying the renovated offices versus moving into the

state’s Atwood Building. 
One estimate by state debt manager Deven Mitchell says Alaska could gen-

erate a $1.2 million return in 10 years by buying the building through a par-
ticular type of financing.
Another report, this one by the office of council chair Sen. Gary Stevens,

R-Kodiak, said moving could save $2 million in comparison to buying the ren-
ovated space.
Stevens’ office previously estimated moving would cost $30 million less

over the course of a decade than buying the renovated building.

“It was kind of a way for the Native
traditions to adapt to modern uses,”
Chambers added.
Holly Churchill, Peratrovich’s grand-

daughter and a weaver herself, said in a
phone interview Friday that she’s ex-
cited the pieces are coming back to
Ketchikan.
“I’m equally excited that Peter Corey

had them,” Churchill said. “He was a
longtime friend, my grandmother gave
him a Haida name before the heritage
center was created. I’m excited that (the
art is) coming to the museum.”
Corey and Peratrovich also worked to-

gether to help teach weaving arts —
which were in danger of being lost — to
younger generations, according to
Churchill.
“My family’s just delighted that Peter

had a love for the art,” Churchill said.
“He could see the importance of devel-
oping a program (to teach the arts), and
I think that it’s helped people build their
self-esteem and be proud of their back-
ground.”
While there aren’t yet plans to perma-

nently display the artwork, Simpson and
Chambers are looking at potential times
and locations to do so.

ANCHORAGE (AP) — A rough estimate
shows the Western Arctic Caribou Herd is not
rebounding from its last several years of declin-
ing population.
State wildlife experts estimate the herd’s pop-

ulation at 200,000, down from the 235,000
counted in the 2013 census, the Alaska Dis-
patch News reported.
Fairbanks-based Fish and Game biologist Lin-

coln Parrett briefed the Western Alaska Caribou

Herd Working Group last week and said the
new estimated population size is not exact. An
aerial population survey was nixed this summer
due to technical problems, and scientists are
planning another attempt in mid-2016.
The herd was at its peak in 2003, with

490,000 caribou. The 2011 census counted
325,000 caribou. Parrett said the good news is
that the decline appears to be slowing.
Further population loss could mean a change

in the annual hunt capped around 13,000 of the
herd’s caribou. The historically “small role in
demographics” that hunting has played “may be

changing in the future if the herd size continues
to decline,” he said.
He noted that those changes probably would-

n’t be seen until 2017. This year, new rules
stopped the harvest of calves as well as the non-
resident harvest of cows. Limitations were also
added in the nonresident harvest of bulls.
Working group member Tom Gray said

Thursday that, “In years to come, we’re going
to have some hard decisions to make.”
Although the cause of the population decline

is unknown, Parrett said climate change is one
possible culprit.

“People are noticing on-the-ground changes,”
he said.
Parrett says if the 200,000 figure is proven ac-

curate, the Porcupine Caribou Herd along the
northern Alaska-Canada border could now be
the biggest in Alaska.
He said the Porcupine herd may be the

biggest in North America. Parrett said in an
email that recent population counts are not
available for two other contenders for the title,
the Leaf River Caribou Herd in Quebec and the
Qamanirjuaq Caribou Herd in Nunavut and
Manitoba.

Reactor — the world’s first full-sized
reactor — along with the ghost towns
of Hanford and White Bluffs, which
were evacuated by the government to
make room for the Manhattan Project.
The B Reactor was built in about

one year and produced plutonium for
the Trinity test blast in New Mexico
and for the atomic bomb dropped on
Nagasaki, Japan, that led to the sur-
render of the Japanese.
Starting in 1943, more than 50,000

people from across the United States
arrived at the top-secret Hanford site
to perform work whose purpose few
knew, French said.
The 300 residents of Richland were

evicted and that town became a bed-
room community for the adjacent
Hanford site, skyrocketing in popula-
tion. Workers labored around the
clock to build reactors and processing
plants to make plutonium, a key ingre-
dient in nuclear weapons.
The park will tell the story of those

workers, plus the scientists who per-
formed groundbreaking research and
the residents who were displaced,
said Chip Jenkins of the National Park
Service, which is jointly developing
the park with the Energy Depart-
ment.
“The intention of the park is to tell

the full and complex and convoluted
story,” Jenkins said. That story is still
being developed, but will certainly
include a Japanese perspective, he
said.
“What happened at B Reactor

changed the course of human his-
tory,” Jenkins said. “They went from
sparsely populated ranching commu-
nities to the first packet of plutonium
over the course of 18 months.”
Eventually, nine reactors were built

at Hanford and operated during the
Cold War to make plutonium for the
U.S. nuclear arsenal. That work cre-

ated more than 56 million gallons of
radioactive waste that the government
still spends more than $1 billion a year
to maintain and clean up.
While details of the new national

park are still being worked out,
French said, the Energy Department
will continue its tours of the B Reactor
and the old town sites that began in

2009 and fill up with some 10,000 vis-
itors a year.
The plan is to greatly expand the

number of tourists and school groups
who visit the site, she said.
Tours will occur from April to Octo-

ber, French said. Exhibits at the B Re-
actor include the exposed face of the
reactor and the control room, where

many visitors like to sit and be pho-
tographed at control panels, she said.
The Hanford story is far from over.

Jenkins noted that thousands of scien-
tists and other workers remain active
on the Hanford site, inventing and im-
plementing new techniques to clean
up the massive volume of nuclear
waste.

Western Arctic Caribou Herd not rebounding

Hanford Continued from page 1

AROUND TOWN

The ruins of the old Hanford High School are shown near Richland, Wash., in an undated photo. The
towns of Hanford and White Bluffs were evacuated to make room for the Hanford Nuclear Reservation,
which made the plutonium for the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki. Courtesy of the U.S. Department of Energy via AP

Estimated loss: 35K


