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TURNER AUCTIONS + APPRAISALS FEATURES THE  
AMERICANA COLLECTION OF THE LATE ALICE S. REYNOLDS 

 

Live Online Auction Begins Sunday, October 16, at 11:30 PST; 
Online Preview Underway through October 16 

 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA, SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 – Turner Auctions + Appraisals is pleased to present the 

Americana Collection of the late Alice S. Reynolds, plus selected Americana items from other collectors.  Offering 

180 lots, the online sale features diverse Early American items, many from the first half of the 19th century, 

including blue-and-white Staffordshire transferware; a selection of pewter; chocolate, candy and ice cream 

molds from the late 1800s-early 1900s; samplers; and more.  Turner Auctions + Appraisals begins its online 

auction on October 16 at 11:30 am PST; sale items can be previewed online now until the sale starts.  The online 

auction will be featured live on LiveAuctioneers and Invaluable, easily accessed through ‘Upcoming Auctions’ at 

the company’s website:  www.turnerauctionsonline.com/upcomingauctions/. 

 

The late Alice S. Reynolds was a product of New England, a background that fostered a collecting interest in 

early Americana that lasted more than 60 years.  It started when she was still a student at Brown University in 

the early and mid-1940s, and extended 

thru the first decade of the 21st century.   

From Rhode Island, Alice married Myron 

Reynolds, a PhD student in chemistry, also 

at Brown, in 1943.  Setting up their new 

household, they went to country auctions 

and antique shops instead of buying new 

items, which were scarce in the post-war, 

baby-boom era.  In 1947, the couple 

moved near Schenectady in upstate New 

York, which was a prime hunting ground 

for early American country antiques, said 

their daughter, Susan Rosenberg of 

Washington.  There the collection grew and expanded to include country Early American furniture from the 

early 1800s, American pewter, ironstone, wooden kitchen utensils, cast iron tools and more.  Thus, they put 

together a house, a family and a life surrounded by these items of American history. 
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In the late 1950s, the Reynolds were transferred to the San 

Francisco Bay Area.  This removed them from easy access to 

Colonial period antiques, and caused a shift in Alice’s 

collecting focus to a later historical period and items more 

available on the West Coast.  During the 1970s and 1980s, 

she developed an interest in chocolate and candy molds, 

and later an enthusiasm for pewter ice cream molds, ending 

up with sizable collections of each.  She also began acquiring 

American samplers, quilts, and woven coverlets during this 

period as well. 

 

Alice had always liked blue-and-white Staffordshire transfer-

ware china from the very early 1800s – made in England for the American market – but had acquired only a few 

pieces prior to the 1990s.  As her interest intensified, she began seeking out pieces and building her collection, 

which included pieces featuring French views, English stately homes, and images of battles of the War of 1812.   

 

Alice was born in Warren, Rhode Island, a small town near Bristol that 

was founded in the early 1600s and the original home to Brown 

University, founded in 1764.  She grew up surrounded by Colonial 

history, which, along with teaching, was a life-long interest – one 

which infused her collecting aesthetic.  She was a teacher in various 

fields and places – she worked with nursing students in Providence, 

Rhode Island; elementary school children in New York and California; 

as a children’s librarian; and was a docent at the Museum of the San 

Ramon Valley in Northern California.  After she retired as a school 

teacher, she continued to instruct students in the history, design and 

artistry of the era, teaching programs on Colonial crafts such dipping 

candles. In the 1990s, she was a key player in the restoration of the 

Tassajara One-Room School, built in 1889 in Danville, nominated for federal historic designation.  It is still used 

today by school children for historical re-enactments of a typical 1889 school day, and Alice was a schoolmarm 

in its living history programs.   

 

Alice’s husband Myron, a skilled amateur cabinetmaker, was a collector in his own right – of history of 

technology books, early electrical apparatuses and more.  Nonetheless, he also “aided, abetted and supported” 

his wife’s enthusiasms, said Mrs. Rosenberg, and was a good-natured companion on her many antique-hunting 

forays through the years.  Now others can enjoy the fruits of a collection ardently amassed from one coast to 

another over six decades. 

 

Here are some highlights of the Americana sale featuring items of the late Alice S. Reynolds and others: 

 

Lot 19:  Alphabet & Numeral Sampler: Elizabeth Wimperts, 1879. Framed dimensions 14 x 14 inches. 

Estimate: $200 – 300. (Photo, above left) 
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LOT 2:  Continental School (19th century) portrait of a young girl 

holding a bird. Oil on canvas in oval giltwood frame 23" x 13.5."  

Estimate: $400-600. (Photo, left) 

 

LOT 22:  Museum-exhibited 

doll house with working 

water wheel, period-style 

furnishings, smokehouse. 

Height: 33 inches, width: 22 

inches, length: 35 inches. 

Estimate: $800 - 1,200. 

(Photo, right) 

 

LOT 23:  A Victorian walnut 

and marble top miniature chest of 

drawers. Mid-19th century. Height 

35", width 17.5", depth 10.5." Estimate: $600 - $800. (Photo, left) 

 

LOT 65:  Swiss Pewter Wine Flagon 

(Bauchkanne). 19th century. Height 11 ¾ 

inches. Estimate: $150 - $200. (Photo, 

right) 

 

LOT 105: Tradesman's Sample Case of 30 

Del Monte Tinned Products. Mid-20th 

century. Case closed height 6 1/4 inches, 

width 14 1/2 inches, depth 10 1/8 inches; 

case open height 10 1/8 inches, width 29 1/2 inches, depth 3 1/8 inches. 

Estimate: $300 - 500. (Photo, bottom left) 

 

LOT 133:  14 

Staffordshire 

Blue & White Transfer Printed Teaware. First 

Half 19th Century. Estimate: $100 - 150. 

(Image, page 1) 

 

LOT 140: American Pieced Cotton and Velvet 

Alamo Crazy Quilt. Quilted by Mary 

Stanbrough Reynolds of Hamilton County, Indiana, for her son Iva Reynolds and inscribed 'Iva Reynolds 1906'. 

Exhibited At Museum of the San Ramon Valley, Danville, California March - April 2000. Estimate $300 - 500. 

(Image, top of page 2) 

### 
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ABOUT TURNER AUCTIONS + APPRAISALS 

Based in South San Francisco, Turner Auctions + Appraisals was founded by Stephen Turner to complement and 

expand the capabilities of Stephen G. Turner Associates, an auction and appraisal consulting firm founded in 

2004. Turner Auctions + Appraisals presents online auctions in diverse categories of personal property 

(www.turnerauctionsonline.com). Among them are Fine Arts, Decorative Arts, Asian Arts, Toys, Jewelry, 

Militaria, Ethnic Arts and others.  The company offers a range of auction and appraisal services for buyers, sellers 

and collectors.  Online auctions are held several times a month.  Working with leading live and online auction 

houses on the West Coast since 1991, Turner is a professional appraiser of personal property and seasoned 

auctioneer.  His areas of expertise include fine art, decorative arts, antiques & residential contents.  The 

company welcomes consignments and appraisals. 

For more information about the company, please contact: 

Stephen Turner, President, Turner Auctions + Appraisals 

461 Littlefield Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080 

415-964-5250 / sturner@turnerauctionsonline.com / www.turnerauctionsonline.com 

 

For media inquiries or photos, please contact: 

Jill Turner, Rodin & Shelley Associates / 415-346-7300 / jillturnerpr@gmail.com 
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