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BIOGRAPHY OF TAMARA HILL 
 
 

Tamara W. Hill, M.A., has had a varied career as a professional photographer, art critic, author 
of three published books, teacher and lecturer. She has served as an independent curator of 
costume and textile exhibitions, and is a noted jewelry designer for her own business, Tamara 
Hill Studio.  She has traveled extensively around the world, and is based in San Francisco. 
 
Tamara was trained during her childhood in art, painting, composition and photography, then 
studied drawing at the Art Students League, N.Y.C; attended Smith and Sarah Lawrence 
Colleges, (B.A.) and received an M.A. in art history from the Institute of Fine Arts at N.Y.U.; 
followed by Ph.D. studies at the Graduate Theological Union and U.C. Berkeley.  She is also 
experienced in Buddhist meditation practice.  
 
Her first book, based on original research and field work, was Gravestone Designs, Rubbings 
and Photographs from Early New York and New Jersey (Dover, l972).  She also wrote The 
American Scene, Early Twentieth Century Art (McCall, l971 & 1975); and was co-author/ 
photographer of Bolivian Indian Textiles: Traditional Designs and Costumes (Dover, l981).  
Tamara was on the staff of Artforum magazine from l968-l974, writing monthly reviews, 
articles, and a photography column, while also contributing to Art in America and Arts.  
Continuing free-lance writing, she has done feature articles for Ornament magazine, and essays 
for the annual San Francisco historic neighborhood house tour programs for the Victorian 
Alliance, a preservation group. 
  
For many years, Ms. Hill has taught art history, comparative religion and symbolism at colleges 
and art schools, specializing in the arts of the Himalayas and Buddhism – as well as lecturing for 
conferences, museums, and special interest groups.  She received a National Endowment for 
the Arts Grant in l973.  In l982 and l985, she served as lecturer on tours to Tibet and China; and 
while there, photographed long-hidden treasures of sacred art. 
  
Her photography has been featured as part of the display in the Tibetan galleries of the Asian 
Art Museum, San Francisco; is reproduced in numerous periodicals, books and catalogues; and 
has appeared in films.  She will also continue exhibiting and offering color prints for purchase, 
and to produce more books, exhibitions, and web site presence from her image archives. 
  
Recently, she has focused on creating unique necklace designs incorporating rare antique and 
ethnic components. 
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